
d i f f e r s  by  r i ch  amoun t  o f  ma te r i a l ,  p resence  o f  f i r ed  c l ay
ob jec t s  and  by  l i t h i c  t ypo logy .  The  t h ree  C  L4  da ta  a re
c lus te red  i n  a  r e l - a t i ve l y  sho r t  t ime*span  be tween  26  660
25  29O B .  P .  l / i t h  h i gh  p robab i l i t y  we  may  t he re fo re  assume
tha t  t h i s  dwe l l i ng ,  i nc l ud ing  t he  bu r i a l  DV  XV I ,  i s  no t
con tempora ry  w i t h  t he  o the r  two .  Bas ing  ou rse l ves  on  t he
Gron ingen  da ta  on l y ,  wo  cou ld  conc lude  t ha t  t h i s  se t t l emen t
un i t  i s  mo re  recen t .

THE MAMMOTH BONE DEPOSIT

In  an  anc ien t  wa te r - f i 11ed  bas in  unde r  t he  wes te rn  s l ope ,
t he  s i t e  was  accompan ied  by  a  mammoth  bone  depos i t  (F iS .  21 ) .
Two  C  14  da ta  f  r om Gron ingen  : l nd  P rague  (ZA  100  +  2OO B .P .  ;
22  168  +  149  B .P . )  sugges t  con temporane i t y  w i t h  se t t l emen t  o f
t he  wes te rn  s l ope .  The  same  i s  t r ue  f o r  t he  sca rce  a r chaeo lo -
g i ca l  ma te r i a l :  t h ree  backed  b l ades ,  a  r e touched  b1ade ,
a  sp l i t t e red  p i ece ,  a  co re ,  a  bu r i n  was te ,  a  b Iade ,  s i x  f l akes ,
two  ch ips  and  a  p i e r ced  Me lanops i s  she l l .  D i f f e ren t  i s  on l y
the  coa rse  i ndus t r y  made  o f  va r i ous  rocks ,  connec ted  mos t
p robab l y  w i t h  spec i f i c  human  ac t i v i t i e s  a t  t he  mammoth  depos i t :
a  l a rge ,  a t yp i ca l  choppe r ,  a  s i de -sc rape r  and  t h ree  f l akes .

The  depos i t  i s  composed  by  two  c foss ing  zones  o f  mammoth
bones .  Mos t  f r equen t  we re  r i bs  and  ve r t eb rae ,  mean  rep resen ta -
t i on  reach  f i nge r  bones ,  l ong  bones  o f  ex t rem i t i es  and  t ee th .
Less  numerous  a re  bones  o f  pe l v i s ,  shou lde r -b l ades  and  bones
o f  sku l l  (Svoboda  l 9B9b ;  i n  p ress ) .  The  bones  a re  comp le te ;
sp l i t t ed  and  mod i f i ed  bones ,  f r equen t  i n  t he  se t t l - emen t  a rea ,
we re  absen t  i n  t h i s  depos i t .

D i spu tes  conce rn ing  exp lana t i on  o f  such  depos i t s  have
a  l ong  t r ad i t i on  i n  Mo rav ia .  Be fo re  t he  con temporane i t y  o f
humans  w i t h  mammoths  was  de f i n i t i ve l y  acknow ledged ,  t he  a rgu -
men ts  o f  J .  S teens t rup  ( f 890 )  have  w ide l y  i n f l uenced  unde r -
s tand ing  o f  t h i s  p rob lem.  I n  t he  sense  o f  h i s  t heo r i es ,  t he
bone  depos i t s  a re  due  t o  na tu ra l  ex t i nc t i ons  and  we re  l a te r
exp lo i t ed  by  re i ndee r  hun te r s  as  sou t ce  o f  bone  ma te r i a l s .
K .  Abso lon  (19 tBa ,  t 5 )  who  ca l l ed  t hese  f  ea ' bu res  "K  j i l k ken -
m i jOO ings " ,  i . e .  man -made  depos i t s ,  r ecogn i zed  t he i r  human
o r i g i n .  Fu r t he r  r esea rch ,  based  on  new  excava t i ons  o f
mammoth  accumu la t i ons ,  usua l l y  i n  we t t  env i r onmen ts  o r  even
wa te r  r ese rvo i r s  (K I ima  L969 ,  e t c . ) ,  exp la i ned  t hem as  a reas

.o f  s t o rage  and /o r  was te  i n  op t ima l  hyg ien i c  cond i t i ons :  i t
i s  supposed  t ha t  wa te r  p reven ted  mea t  f r om ca rn i vo res  and
insec t s  wh i l e  i ce  p reven ted  mea t  decompos i t on .  Ac tua1 l y ,  t he
poss ib i l i t y  t ha t  mammoth  depos i t s  a re  o f  na tu ra l  o r i g i n  was
reopened  t ;  d i scuss ion ,  unde r  t he  i n f l uence  o f  L .  R .  g i n to rd ' s
s tud ies  (1981 ,  e t c . ) ,  o f  compar i son  w i t h  mammoth  bu r i a l  s i t es
i n  t he  USSR ( i . e .  So f f e r  1985 )  and  o the r  ev i dence .
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( above ) .  The  mammoth  bone  depos i t ,  pa r t  o f  t he
F ig .  29  (be low) .  Wa te r  sna i l s  Lymnaea  pa lus t r i s
one  o f  t he  bones .

e x c a v a t e d
(  M L i l 1  .  )

,,:*'ii-' :::r:;S$.,:.$-

51




