PREFACE

In 1940, G. A. Bonch-Osmolowski published the first volume in the three-volume series,
Haneomur Kprizta (The Crimean Paleolithic). All three volumes were devoted to the
description of his outstanding investigations at the eastern Crimean Middle Paleolithic
site of Kiik-Koba. Bonch-Osmolowski’s volumes were unusual for the time; his series
covered not just the description of cultural material, but also incorporated extensive
geological, environmental, and physical anthropological research. The new series The
Paleolithic of Crimea, in which this is the second volume, is a continuation of the multi-
disciplinary studies begun by G. A. Bonch-Osmolowski. The volumes in this series
present the results of recent field investigations of the Middle and Upper Paleolithic of
Crimea and how they impact our understanding of prehistoric processes, in both regional
and chronological aspects. While there is a vast literature published in Russian on the
subject, this series is unique in providing the non-Russian-speaking audience a
comprehensive survey of the history, excavations, and multi-disciplinary investigations of
the Crimean Paleolithic.

This volume supplements the artifactual, geological, and chronological studies presented
in Volume 1 for three Middle Paleolithic sites of western Crimea: Starosele, Kabazi II, and
Kabazi V. The chapters of Part I focus on the substantial faunal remains recovered from these
three sites, while those of Part II provide a reconstruction of the paleoenvironment based on
microfaunal, malacological, and palynological analyses. The results of use-wear and residue
studies presented in Part III offer unique insight into stone tool use and paieoeconomy over
and above that available by traditional means of artifact analysis. Part IV concludes the book
with a synthesis of the preceding chapters and addresses the problems of climatic dynamics.
environmental evolution, subsistence, and landscape use over nearly 100,000 years of Late
Pleistocene Crimean prehistory.

Given the exceptional complexity of the Crimean Middle Paleolithic, the two volumes of
The Middle Paleolithic of Western Crimea obviously cannot provide a conclusive statement
on this period or area. Furthermore, the field investigations of Kabazi II and Kabazi V are
ongoing, so the chapters dealing with these two sites should be viewed as the first step in their
multi-disciplinary analysis. Although the field investigations of Starosele are complete and
the fauna, malacofauna, microfauna, micro-wear, and residue studies could be viewed as the
final reports, we do not deceive ourselves in thinking that our interpretations of these will not
change as new data for other sites become available.

The work reported here was made possible by generous grants from the United States
National Science Foundation to A. E. Marks (SBR-9307743 and SBR-950691) and from
INTAS (International Association for the Promotion of Cooperation with Scientists from the
Newly Independent States of the former Soviet Union) to M. Otte and V. Chabai to support V.
Chabai’s excavations at Kabazi IT and A. Yevtushenko’s excavations at Kabazi V during 1995
and 1996 (INTAS-93-203 and 93-203-ext). The extensive faunal studies were supported by a
grant from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (Standard
Research Grant #410-95-0840). The publication of this series, The Paleolithic of Crimea, is
made possible by Dr. Marcel Otte of the Université de Liége, INTAS, and ERAUL
publications.
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Numerous people have generously donated their time and assistance to make the specialist
studies reported in this volume come to fruition. For the studies of the faunal material from
Kabazi V and Starosele, Dr. P. Crabtree (New York University) and Dr. M. Patou-Mathis
(Musée National d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris) both aided in the identification of bones; Dr. R.
Morlan (Archaeological Survey of Canada) assisted with the ‘identification of butchery and
carnivore markings; Dr. J. Mlikovski (Dept. of Paleontology, Charles University, Praha)
identified bird remains; Dr. R. Harington at the National Museum of Nature, Canada,
facilitated access to the collections there; Dr. M. Patou-Mathis generously provided access to
the collections and library of the Institut de Paléontologie Humaine, Paris; Prof. E.
Vangengeim facilitated Dr. A. Burke’s visit to the Laboratory of Quaternary Geology
(Moscow); Dr. A. Sher facilitated her visit to the Institute of Ecology and Evolution, RAS
(Moscow); and Dr. A. Markova kindly hosted her stay in Moscow. In the field and laboratory,
Dr. A. Burke was aided by D. Ens, I Moravetz, V. McKinley, and K. Peach. Ms. Ludmilla
Strokova did the initial laboratory preparation of faunal material from Kabazi II and Kabazi
V. Dr. C. Mikhailesku was assisted in the field by Mr. Gavril Gylku (Institute of Geography,
Moldova). We would especially like to thank Dr. Anthony Marks, who displayed great
patience in allowing the editors the time to work on this volume during their stay in Portugal,
and who generously reviewed the manuscript and offered many insightful comments.

Victor P. Chabai and Katherine Monigal
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