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f his is the third volume of final reports produced
I bv the Crimean Paleolithic Expedition that

b.g*r joint field investigations ten years ago. After

years of excavations at Middle Paleolithic sites in

the western part of Crimea (Marks and Chabai, eds.
1998; Chabai and Monigal, eds. 1999), it became

obvious that the study of Middle Paleolithic vari-
abiligv in Eastern Crimea was necessary to put the
initial work into a broader geographic perspective.
In addition, the test excavations of Buran-Kaya III

rockshelter, being carried out by Dr. A. A. Yanevich,
provided a rare possibiliry to study both Middle
and Early Upper Paleolithic industries in a single
stratigraphic sequence. In 1996, A. E. Marks and A.

A. Yanevich began joint excavations at Buran-Kaya
III, with Yanevich concentrating on the Upper
Paleolithic deposits and Marks on what was then
thought to be wholly Middle Paleolithic deposits.
These excavations produced both unexpected and
significant results: the Upper Paleolithic occuPa-
tion of Levels C and E were found stratigraphically
below the Middle Paleolithic, Micoquian Kiik
Koba facies occupation of Layer B. This was the

6rst time in Europe where a single stratigraphic
sequence proved that a Middle Paleolithic occuPa-

tion was absolutely and undeniably younger than
early Upper Paleolithic occupations.

In the course of a survey carried out during the

same field season, V. P. Chabai andA. I. Yevtushenko
found the new Middle Paleolithic site of Karabi
Tamchin, as well as confirming the presence of in
situ Pleistocene sediments at the famous site of
Chokurcha I, which had been excavated during the
late rgzos and early r93os. As a result of this work,

these three sites Figure r) became the main focus

of activity for the Crimean Paleolithic Expedition

for the next four years. The reports contained in this
volume are the product of this work.

Over time, our understanding of Crimean Middle
Paleolithic variabiliry has shifted. 

'When 
we began

work, the accepted framework for the Crimean
Middle Paleolithic included four different industries:
the Ak-Kaya, the Kiik Koba, the Staroselian, and
the 

'Western 
Crimean Mousterian. By 1998, however,

based on work in western Crimea, it seemed clear
that only rwo Middle Paleolithic traditions existed, a
'Western 

Crimean Mousterian and a Micoquian with
three facies (Ak-Kaya, Kiik Koba, and Staroselian).
Our more recent work in eastern Crimea has cer-

tainly reinforced the perception that the Micoquian
consists of these three facies, the variabiliry of which
were determined by a combination of site activities,
distance from raw material, and occupational inten-
siry. In addition, the presence of 

'Western 
Crimean

Mousterian in eastern Crimea, at Karabi Thmchin,
suggests that, at the very least, its name is not fully
appropriate. Here, as with the other excavations, it is

apparent now that the traditional distinction between
eastern and western Crimea has little meaning for

Middle Paleolithic site distributions and Crimea may
best be considered as a single geographic area, at least

during the Middle Paleolithic.
Aside from the necessary descriptive reports on

recovered paleoenvironmental data, Iithic assem-
blages, absolute and relative chronology, economic
adaptations of the different occupations, this volume
also includes a number of studies of artifact and site
use, based not only on traditional microwear analyses
but also on new, quite creative interpretations of the
meaning of intra-assemblage technological and raw
material variabiliry. These add another dimension to
local Paleolithic studies, proposing many provocative



PreJace

Figure r-The western Crimean sites of Buran-Kaya llt, Karabi-Tamchin, and Chokurcha l.

work
best,

interpretations. As always, dme will tell whether these
,r.* i....p.ions will peimit new and more meaningful
analyses and understanding of the Middle Paleolithic.
At the very least, they are truly thought-provoking.

The final chapter attempts to place our Crimean

the ry97-r998 work at Buran-Kaya III. Additional sup-

Dort carne from an anonymous donor to A. E. Marks
io. th. zoor 6eld seaso., 

". 
B,.rr"n-Kaya III, with a small

contribution from the D euts c h e Fo rs c h ungs geme ins c h art
(DFG) project ZI z76l7t to J. Richter and A. E.
Marks. This same DFG project funded the 1999 exca-
vations at Karabi-Thmchin. During zooo and zoor,
the excavations at KarabiThmchin were made possible
by a grant to A. Burke from the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC).

Funding from the DFG to J. Richter and T Uthmeier
for the project entitled "Funktionale Variabilitlt
im splten Mittelpaliolithikum der Halbinsel Krim,
Ukraine" (grant numbers ZI 27617-z and RI 9161y)
permitted continued field work at Chokurcha I and
the analyses of the recovered lithic and medium/large
faunal material at that site (Chapters zr, 22, z4), as
well as supporting the ornithological analysis by
Gavris and Thykova (Chapter 6) and secondary analy-
ses by fuchrer, Uthmeier, and Kurbjuhn (Chapters

rr-r4) of the Middle Paleolithic material at Buran-

lnto

it is

the larger context of Eastern Europe. At
an initial formulation and, as work pro-

gresses in Crimea and other areas of Eastern Europe,
our understanding of inter-regional relationships will

undoubtedly change. Such is the nature of archaeo-
logical research.

Six different sources supported the field and
laboratory investigations published in this volume,
including a grant to A. E. Marks from the National
Science Foundation for the 1996 work at Buran-Kaya
III, Karabi Thmchin, and Chokurcha I (SBR-9 5o6o9)
and a grant from the International Association for the
Promotion of Cooperation with Scientists from the
New Independent States of the Former Soviet Union
(INTAS-ql-zo3-ext) to M. Otte and V. P. Chabai for



Kaya III. Aside from supporting actual field work, all

these grants supported the needed specialist studies

and the laboratory work following the field seasons,
which made this volume possible. Both the editors
and the numerous authors whose reports are found

in this volume are deeply appreciative of this complex

of international support, without which none of this

work would have been possible.
Some additional support needs to be mentioned. V.

Laroulandie and F. d'Erricot study of the Buran-Kaya

III Level C worked bone assemblage was supported
by the CNRS program "Paldoenvironnement et €vo-

lution des hominidds" and the OMLL/ESF Program
"Origin of Man, Language, and Languages." Helpful

discussions with Joao Zilhlo, Cedric Beauval, Marian

Vanhaeren, andJean-Luc Guadelli improved the paper,

while they give special thanks to Frangois Ldv€que

who kindly shared with them unpublished data from

Saint-Cdsaire. Lithic illustrations in Chapters 4 and 5
are by Katherine Monigal, in Chapter 9 byVitale Usik,

in Chapter zo by Katherine Monigal and Alexander
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Yanevich, and in Chapter z4 by Nexander Yanevich.
Christian Smith provided aesthedc advice and techni-
cal support during the design and production of this
volume. The publication of the volume was made pos-
sible by the anonymous donor fund to A. E. Marks.

The authors of this volume excavated the sites
together with their friends and colleagues. Each of
them deserves our gratitude:

S. Bergmann, K. Fedorov, D. Gaskevich, Dr.
V. Golenko, M. Golenko, Dr. M. K"y, S. Kim, A.
Kolesnikov, T. Kopieva-Kolotukhina, C. Makarewicz,
G. Medvedev, Dr. P. Noiret, H. Nuzhna, Dr. D.
Y. Nuzhnyi, Dr. M. P Olenkovsky, P Pavlenko, T.
Radievska, D. Stupak, Dr. V. I. Usik, A. Veselsky, Dr.
V. Volkov, Dr. J.'!7. Williams, Dr. A. A. Yanevich, A.
A. Yanevich, Sr., N. Yatsishin., A. Yevtushenko, Jr.,
andZ.Zor ich.
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