
THE AURIGNACIAN IN POLAND

EIzb iet a SACHSE-KOZLOI^ISKA

R6sum6

Les stat ions aurignaciennes en Pologne appart iennent 5 1a p6riode
du Wiirrnien moyen, entre 1a s6dimentat ion du prernier et  deuxiEme loess
wiirmien.

Lrana lyse  typo log ique e t  s ta t i s t ique  des  ou t i l l ages  aur ignac iens
nous condu i t  D  d is t inguer  p lus ieurs  g roupes ou  fac iEs ,  dont  le  p lus
important est le groupe de Zwierzyniec, Piekary et de Gora Pulawska. Si
les  p remiers  sonr  apparent6s  avec  l rAur ignac ien  or id ina i re ,  le  t ro is idme
repr6sente le type de Krems-Dufour.

.  The aim of this work is the abbreviated presentat ion of more
important Aurignacian inventor ies from the terr i tory of Poland. Many of
these mater ials are drovrn from older excavat ions, so their  val idi ty is
somewhat l imited. We do not always have suff ic ient ly exact data concerning
the  s t ra t ig raph ic  pos i t ion  o f  g iven  ar te fac ts ,  assemblages  are  o f ten
discornplete or intermixed with assemblages of other cul tures. Owing to
those reasons the presented information cannot be complete.

T h e  S p e c i f i c i t y  o f  P o l i s h  S i t e s

Po l ish  Aur ignac ian  s i tes  a re  most ly  g rouped in  the  count ry rs  south
( f i g . l ) .  T h e y  a r e  n e a r l y  e x c l u s i v e l y  o p e n  s i t e s ,  w i t h  l o e s s  s i t e s  p r e -
va i l ing .  Some o f  them are  mul t i layer  s i tes ,  con ta in ing  a lso  o ther  Upper
Pa laeo l i th ic  mater ia ls  (Cracow -  Spadz is ta  S t ree t ,  S i te  C,  Cracow -

Swierzyn iec ,  S i te  I ) .  There  occur  a lso  s i tes  w i th  l races  o f  repeated
Aur ignac ian  occupat ion  (P iekary ,  S i te  I I ,  Cracow -  Swierzyn iec ,  S i te  f ) .
Moreover Aurignacian mater ials are knor,rn from several  caves (Mamutowa
Cave,  Zy tn ia  Ska la  Rock-She l te r )  "  A  separa te  pos i t ion  is  tha t  o f  S i te  I I
in Gora Pulawska being the only trace of Aurignacian in Central  Poland.

Par t i cu la r  d iscuss ion  is  due to  the  prob lem o f  the  s t ra t ig raph ic
pos i t ion  and s ta te  o f  p reserva t ion  o f  Po l i sh  Aur ignac ian  mater ia ls .  The
Midd le  l ^ l i i rm sec t ions  o f  Po l i sh  loess  s i tes  a re  represented  by  ser ious ly
reduced sed iments .  The reduc t ion  lnas  caused by  s t rong eros ion  processes
that had developed in the Middle Inl i i rm period, s imultaneously to weak
sedimentat ion. This is certainly in contrast with the si tuat ion knovrn from
the ne ighbour ing  Morav ia  (e"g"  Sec t ion  in  Do ln i  Ves ton ice) .  The archaeo lo-
gical  consequence of the above mentioned phenomena is often :
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54,8

1 ,0

12,5

0 ,5

45,2

5,6

37,6

19,7

35,6

28,5

40,4

7,1

9,5

7,1

35

54,2

5,7

2,9

31,4

5,7

94,7

100,0

34 Number of tools

61,7 End-scrapers

23,5 Burins

Side-crapers

Retouched blades

Dufour bladelets

Truncated blades

52,3 Carinated * nosed scrapers / lG = lO}o/o I

Ogival scrapers

Dihedral burins I lB=1OOo/o I

Burins on truncation

Carinated burins

8,9

2,9

58,3

9,3

41,1

23,5

29,4

25,O

50,o

T a b l e  l .  S t a t i s t i c s  o f four  Po l i sh  Aur ignac ian  assemblages .



l . The lack of strat igraphic backgrounds to the dat ing of Pol ish

Aur ignac ian  s i tes l

2. The reduct ion or dis locat ion of layers leading to the rnixing of

mater ia ls  o f  d iverse  cu l tu res  (e .g"  Cracow-Zwierzyn iec ,  S i te  I ) ;

3 .  The lack  o f  o rgan ic  mater ia ls ,  des t royed by  the  ment ioned processes '

to undertake radiocarbon dat ing.

Catalog of more imPortant s i tes

In the fol lowing catalog I  present 9 of the r ichest Pol ish Aurigna-

cian si tes, endeavouring to take account of most essent ial  data concerning

the si te,  i t "  strat igraphy and the val idi ty of archaeologic mater ials.  A

l i s t  o f  more  impor tan t  b ib l iograph ic  pos i t ions  is  a lso  g iven.  A  tab le

present ing four of most valuable and most character ist ic Aurignacian

issemblages closes the catalog" The remaining ones are ei ther very poor or

too stroigly intermixed with rDater ials of other Upper Palaeol i thic

cu t tu res .

l "  L U B O T Y N ,  S i t e  t  ( O P o l e  P r o v . ) "
S u r f a c e  s i t e .
Excavated by :  H. Lindner and others
1 9 5 8 ,
Inventory :  some Aurignacian tools"
B ib l iography  :  J .K"  Koz lowsk i ,  1964"

b e f o r e  1 9 3 9 ;  J " K .  K o z l o w s k i  i n

2 .  P IETROWICE WIELKIE,  S i te  4b  (Katowice  prov ' ) '

Sur face  s i te .
Excavared by  :  H"  L indner  in  1932-34:  14 .and W.  Chmie lewsk i  in  1954.

Inventory :  some Aurignacian tools"
B ib l iography  :  J .K"  Koz lowsk i ,  1964,

3, WIERZCHOI^IIE - MAMUTOWA CAVE (Krakow prov.) '

Mult i layer cave si te"
Excavar ld  by :  J "  Zawisza  in  1870-75;  S"  Kowalsk i  in  1957-73.

Inventory :  some pieces of car inated and nosed scrapers; some Mladec

type bonl points.  A11 of thern are intermixed with backed points

industry (Zaut isza col lect ion) "
B ib l iog iaphy  :  L .  Koz lowsk i ,  1922;  S .  Krukowsk i ,  1939-48;

J .K .  Koz lowsk i  ,  1966.

4 ,  P IEKARY,  S i te  I I  (Krakow prov . ) .
Open mul t i layer  loess  s i te "
Excavated by :  S. Krukowski in 1927: L. Sawicki
Strat igraphy :  Aurignacian artefacts occured in
de luv ia l  loess  be low th ick  depos i te  o f  typ ica l
o f  so l i f luc t ion
Inventory :  see table I  and t ig.2; admixture -

p i e c e s .
B ib l iography  :  S ,  Krukowsk i ,  1939-48;  J "K.  Koz lowsk i '  1966.

5 .  CRACOI ,T  -  SOWINIEC,  S i tC I / I I .
Open mul t i layer  loess  s i te "
Excavated  by  :  A .  Jura  be fore  1938"
Strat igraphy :  the Aurignacian assemblage htas found below the typical

l o e s s .
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Inventory :  16  Aur ignac ian  too ls  -  8  end-scrapers ,  I  bur in ,3  re touched
btades ,  I  t runcated  b lade;  in te rmixed w i th  Midd le  Pa laeo l i th ic  mater ia l
B ib l iography  :  J .K .  Koz lowsk i ,  1966.

6. CMCOI^I -  ST. BRONISLAWA HILL, Site "Upper Fort" .
Open loess  s i te .
Excavated by :  l { .  Kuzniar and W. Dernetrykiewicz in 1909.
Strat igraphy :  between two typical  loesses - c luster of artefacts and
Manrnoth bones.
Inventory  :  (a f te r  J .K .  Koz lowsk i ) :  about  22  too ls  -  5  end-scrapers ,
I  I  bur ins ,  6  re touched b lades .
B ib l iography  :  L .  Koz lowsk i ,  19221 '  J .K .  Koz lowsk i ,  1966.

7. CMCOI^I -  SPADZISTA STREET, Site C.
Open mul t i layer  loess  s i te .
Excavated  by  :  J .K .  Koz lowsk i  and E.  Sachse-Koz lowska in  1970-73.
Strat igraphy :  on the Eemian and Early l , l i i rm deposits occurred :
I  .  t races  o f  th ree  so i l s ;
2. loam-sandy layer with Aurignacian artefacts;
3 .  loam wi th  t races  o f  less ive  so i l ;
4.  loarn (sol i f luct ion) with Kost ienki  type industry (younger than

2 1 . 0 0 0  B . c . ) .
5 .  t y p i c a l  l o e s s .
Inventory  :  see  tab le  I  and f ig .3 .
B ib l iography :  B .  Drobn iewicz ,  J .K .  Koz lowsk i ,  E .Sachse-Koz lowska,  1975.

8. CRACOW - ZWIERZYNIEC, Site t .
Open mul t i layer  loess  s i te .
Excavated  by  :  A .  Jura  be fore  1938 ( in  so-co l led  "Po in t  J " ) ;
L .  S a w i c k i  b e t w e e n  1 9 4 7  a n d  1 9 5 8  ( s e c t i o n s  l ,  2 , 3 ,  4 a  a n d  4 b ) ,
LI.  Chmielbwski in 1972-75.
Stratigraphy : on the Eemian and Early Wi.irm sediments occurred :
l .  lower  loess  w i th  smal l  concent ra t ion  o f  Sze le t ian  and two b ig  c lus-

ters of Aurignacian artefacts in the top;
destroyed soi l ;  two cultural  elements were found here :  Aurignacian
and of the Zwierzyniec type; they are badly intermixed;
upper loess -  in the base (which presents traces of sol i f luct ion)
the same industr ies as in the soi l  occurred

Inventory :  see table I  and f ig.  4 -  5"
A11 Aurignacian mater ials from this si te,  except of the industry found
in  lower  loess ,  and poss ib ly  f rom A.  Jura  co l lec t ion  (? )  have no
s t a t i s t i c  v a l u e .
B ib l iography  :  J .K .  Koz lowsk i .  1966:  W.  Chmie lewsk i ,  1975;  E .  Sachse-
K o z l o w s k a ,  J . K "  K o z l o w s k i ,  1 9 7 5 -

9. GORA PULAI^JSKA.
Open s i te .
Excavated by :
i n  1 9 5 2 .

S i te  I I  (Lub l in  p rov" )

Samsonowicz and S Krukowski in 1924-27, L. Sawicki

Strat igraphy :  the Aurignacian layer (4 sma1l concentrat ions of arte-
fac ts  a round the  hear ths)  occur red  in  the  base o f  s t ra t ig ra f ied  1oess .
Loess  sed iment  was covered by  f luv io -g lac ia l  sands .
Inventory :  see table I  and f . ig"6; part  of  the mater ial  could be lost
during the r^rar ?
B i b l i o g r a p h y :  S Krrrkowski 1 9 3 9 - 4 8 ;  J ^ K .  K o z l o w s k i

3 .
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Different iat ion of Aurienacian Assembla s in Poland

An opening typological  analysis and stat ist ical  one admits the
divis ion of Pol ish mater ials into the fol lowing var iants :
l .  Mater ia ls  o f  t ype  Zwierzyn iec  I

are character ist ic for their  medium size tools,  among which burins
(40-507") are most numerous. The second group in numerical order are
end-scrapers  (ca  3oz) .  There  occur  a lso  re touched b lades  (ca  l0z ) .
Among burins we find many carinated ones (ca I /3) and dihedral ones
doubly prevai l  over burins on truncat ion (about 2/5 :  l /5).  Among the
group of end-scrapers most numerous are car inated and nosed specimens
(2 /5  -  3 /5 ) ,  Some o f  the  assemblages  d i ' sp lay  mic rore touched b lade le ts .
The fol lowing units may be grouped to the above mentioned type :
Cracow - Zwierzyniec I  -  lower loess, Cracow - Zwi,etzyniec I  -  soi l  and
so l i f luc t ion ,  Cracow -  Spadz is ta  S t ree t "C,  Cracow -  S t .  Bron is lawa H i11 .
Assemblages of Eype Zwierzyniec I  refer ' to "Aurignacien ordinaire"
descr ibed by  J .  Hahn.

2. Assemblages types Piekary I I
big and massive artefacts.  Most numerous are end-scrapers ( te = 62;
car inated and nosed forms = more than I  /2 of al l  scrapers).  Burins
(IB = 23) ate represented by forms on t tuncat ion which are twice as
numerous as the dihedral ;  car inated burins are completely absent.  Other
important forms are retouched blades (97,) "
The Piekary mater ials could eventual ly be connected with J.  Hahn's
"Aurignacien ordinaire" (?) "

3. Assemblages type Gora Pulawska I I
they are character ized by smal l  artefacts,  made mainly on f lakes.
End-scrapers are the most numerous (tc = 54; almost al l  of  them are
carinated and nosed) "  Also the microretouched bladelets are numerous
here (317").  Other groups of tools (bur ins, t runcated blades, retouched
blades) are not very r ich (3-67.).  Assemblages of Gora Pulawska I I  type
are connected with Aurignacian of the.Krems - Dufour type.
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